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the Ramzan fast with a higher standard of work. The
attitude towards pardah is particularly significant. Its
religious sanction is generally admitted, but, as we have
seen more than once, only the better to do can afford to
keep it, and even amongst them economic stress is
making many critical. In some Muhammadan coun-
tries the conflict between economics and religion has
been even more marked. In Afghanistan it was an
important factor in the undoing of the late Amir, and
in Turkey it has ended in the almost complete secu-
larization of the country.1

In Hinduism we enter a totally different atmosphere, Hinduism
and one so elusive and so pervasive that it is difficult to
describe it in a few words. In Islam, the Westerner who
knows his Old Testament and is at all familiar with
conditions in the Middle Ages finds nothing that he
cannot quickly understand. But in Hinduism he finds
almost a new world. On the one hand, he is conscious
of conditions which he supposes may have existed when
his remote ancestors worshipped stocks and stones; and
on the other, he may at any moment find himself caught
up to transcendental heights where he can scarcely
breathe. The transition is often as abrupt as the change
from plain to mountain in the Punjab, and recalls to my
mind the first time I found myself travelling from
Lahore to Ambala.- Looking out upon the endless flat
empty spaces around me, I felt almost as if I beheld
infinity, and the chill of the primitive void entered
my heart. But suddenly I became aware of the most
amazing sight. The Himalayas stood before me flushed
with the setting sun, and instead of infinity I beheld
eternity. In dealing with the peasant we are entirely
upon the plain and rarely, if ever, do we catch even a
glimpse- of the hills. Indeed, we should hardly know
that they existed but for the sight of three mighty rivers
which have their source in the distant heights and pro-

1 See two articles by Raymond Lacoste in the Observer, dated the 7th ,
and i4th April 1929.
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